SUMMARY In a pilot study by field-screening in two different sauna baths, a day-sauna and a night-sauna, 318 homosexual men were investigated for syphilis and hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) 
Introduction
The number of reported cases of infectious syphilis in Amsterdam has more than doubled in the last three years, from 335 in 1976 to 703 in 1979. As it was not clear among which sections of the population the disease was spreading, we decided to study the epidemiology more thoroughly.
Evidence from our clinics for sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) and from published reports'-3 indicated that syphilis' occurred frequently in sexually-active homosexual men. A pilot study was set up among male homosexuals visiting two sauna baths in Amsterdam, which were accessible only to men. As it is known that hepatitis B has a high prevalence in this group,4-'0 sera were also tested for hepatitis B markers. The results of this pilot study are presented.
Subjects and methods

STUDY POPULATION
The study population consisted of homosexual men visiting a day-sauna and a night-sauna, which were accessible only to men. Comparison of the prevalence of syphilis and hepatitis B in the 318 male homosexual visitors showed a significant correlation (P<0 001) between seroreactivity for syphilis and hepatitis-B-marker positivity (table IV) . These results substantiate the observations of others4-6 16 that hepatitis B among promiscuous male homosexuals is, like syphilis, a sexually transmitted disease.
